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Our Unique Beaver Dam Lake

Tracy Propst

BD Chamber of Commerce



Beaver Dam Lake
Economic Importance



ô Changing Roll of WDNRõ

ÅDistrict Field Supv.           FITCHBURG         Mike Sorge

ÅFISH BIOLOGIST - HORICON Kristina Pechacek 

ÅLAKE MANAGEMENT - FITCHBURG Arthur Watkinson



98,000 Acres Flow Into 
Lakes &
Streams

Source: WDNR



Land to Water32 Inch
8 Inch
Runoff

Source: UW SP



IMPACT of Phosphorus

Blue Green Toxic Algae

< Low Dis. Oxygen

No Fish
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High Phosphorus
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How Does This Affect Me ?



Every Day Enjoyment

ȿ6$ɯ" -ɯ-.ɯ+.-&$1ɯ %%.1#ɯ3.ɯ3 *$ɯ6 3$1ɯ%.1ɯ&1 -3$#ȭɀ
Doug Larsen,  Ducks Unlimited (3/2020)



PUBLIC HEALTH
Å Cyno Bacteria

(Blue Green Algae)Å Green Algae            * Well Water Source

Derge Park July, 2021



FISHERY

Gene Mazewski

&

Dale Maas
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Ideal Target Damage Concern 2015 ? Current 50% winter loss Loss of Game

Fish

Target: <   200 

Source: (UW Lake Wiagra &  US 
Fish &  Wildlife)

335#/A.  2014
BDL Carp Biomass

400 Danger

CARP     LBS/ACRE



FISH BIO MASS in 2014  335 #/A.   Or  2,179,000 #

Reduce by  75 % or
1,550,000 #   >

WDNR Lake Wingra , July 2017

Source: 
DNR 
Bailey-
Chapman 
Analysis

With 
Carp

w/out
carp

Commercial Fishing BDL 2017



OPTION B



ROUGH FISH CONTROL

* Commercial Fishing

* Habitat 

* Bio Predators

* Exclusion Barriers



Walleye In  & Carp Out
ÅRough Fish Program - Approved

ÅMajor Elements :
1) Local Biologist Confirm Degraded

2)  Is Water Quality Improvement             
Likely

3) Local Support-Resolution

4)  Cooperative Contract with 
Commercial Fisherman



             FISH BIOMASS 
 

 

     IF ONE                                       

WALLEYE/ACRE 
 

 2 # Walleye 
 

 9 # Feeders 
 

    26 # Veg 

                                             Biology Weekly 

UNDERSTANDING The FISHERY



Volunteers &
Lake Management

Bill Foley



Volunteers

ÅFish Biomass                    Use 2014 Data - 2024

ÅVegetation Map               Use 2015 Plan  - 2025

ÅLake Bottom Survey       Volunteers 2022 -2023

ÅShore Line Survey          DNR Review

ÅCreek Sampling 

RRC Training   >          



Training Provided By Rock River Coalition - Addie

Water Sampling

2023



One Example:

VOLUNTEERS
(7/2/2022)

VS. 

CONTRACT
SERVICE
@ $1695

5HR + Boat

Karen, Gene, Bill

VOLUNTEERS & LAKE PROJECTS



ȿWatershed Partnersɀ
Lienke Farm & LCD                       Meyer  Farm     

Beaver Creek

230 cu yd

700 LFT

Beaver Dam Lake
150 ft



McKinley ðEdgewater Project

* Ty Letto
Lead 
Volunteer

* Kunkel 
Eng. 
Donates 
Time

* Funding 
Sources ?



Health Lakes Projects 
Project # 16

Project # 1
& Bonus >



Goal 1. Identifyé. and restore 

critical habitats for walleye 

Ɂ6ÌɯÙÌÊÖÔÔÌÕËȱÚÏÖÙÌÓÐÕÌɯ

assessments.. on any water with 

significant walleye 

management ÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚȱȭȭɂ

ON  HOLD:  Simplify Process vs 3000 pages? 
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