Minutes
Beaver Dam Lake District Annual Meeting
Aug 12,2023
Held at Beaver Dam High School 500 Gould St Beaver Dam , WI 53916
Meeting called to order at 9:31 am

Role call of commissioners was taken and guests introduced:

Attendees:
Commissioners: Bill Foley, Dale Maas, Mike Zimmer, Nicki Hupf, Gene Mazewski.
Guests: Rep. John Plumer, Beaver Dam Mayor Becky Glewen, Town of Calamus
Chairman John Kraus, Art Watkinson DNR, Laura Stremick DNR, Kristina Pechacek DNR

Minutes:
Motion to dispense with the reading of the 2022 Annual Meeting minutes made by
Dale Maas, second by Gene Mazewski and approved unanimously.

The meeting began with a power point presentation on the state of the lake. Conservation
efforts gong back to the 60’s and 70°s were discussed up to present date. The full presentation
will be available on the District web site.

A significant portion of the presentation centered around the major issue of why Beaver
Dam Lake is an impaired body of water, that is nutrients and specifically phosphorous.
Phosphorous is the limiting nutrient for the growth of algae. It is the reason the lake has such a
serious algae problem for most of the summer, to the point of health warnings to avoid contact
with the water at times. The phosphorous in the water column that is available to algae comes
from a number of sources. A chart was presented from a 2018 engineering study showing that
30% enters the lake from the watershed, runoff from agricultural practices, from residential
properties, and other surfaces.

45% is due to the lakes overpopulation of rough fish. This is because we have decades
worth of silt and sediment at the bottom of the lake that contains phosphorous. The rough fish stir
up that sediment through their feeding habits and release some of that phosphorous into the water
column, and additionally their excrement releases phosphorous. The fish themselves can not
create phosphorous, they simply facilitate moving it into the water column. The rough fish, like
all living things, contain about 1% of their dry weight ( roughly 90% of their body is water) as
phosphorous, so when a million pounds of rough fish are harvested, about 1,000 pounds of
phosphorous is physically removed from the lake.

20% is due to stratification where low dissolved oxygen levels at the bottom of the water
column result in phosphorous being released from the sediment. The balance is from shoreline
erosion and minor sources.

Time was then spent on discussion of projects underway and collaborative efforts to reduce
the phosphorous entering the lake. Specifically the Puckagee Springs project completed this
spring to restore and fortify severely eroded shoreline on DNR property at that location.
Similarly, the Rakes Bay project will slow the flow of runoff through the bay allowing sediment
to naturally settle in the wetlands and not enter the lake proper. Other efforts such as the Dodge
County Farmers Healthy Soil Healthy Water program that works with producers to reduce soil
loss were covered.



A fair amount of time was devoted to rough fish, beginning with a DNR fisheries
presentation on the identification of carp, an invasive vs. Bigmouth buffalo fish, a native; their
life cycles, feeding habits and impact on the water quality of the lake. A presentation on algae
and specifically how it impacts phosphorous through its daily cycle of producing oxygen during
the day and using (depleting) the oxygen at night releasing phosphorous.

Following the ‘state of the lake’ presentations, Treasurer Mike Zimmer went over the
proposed budget for 2024, including discussion of each item in the lake management portion and
a summary of the annual financial audit. There were no questions on the budget, therefore a vote
was taken and the budget passed as presented. The resulting tax levy for the coming year will be
$46.86 per district parcel.

At that time secretary Gene Mazewski brought up the desire of the board to prepare a
question for inclusion in the DNR spring hearings to reduce the panfish bag limit on Beaver Dam
lake. This issue was also discussed at the 2 town hall meetings conducted in May. It was
favorably received at those meetings. First a show of hands for supporting the reduction was
taken with a large majority in favor. Second, the group was asked to choose between two options
most used on previous hearings. One was a straight limit of 10 panfish, and a second of a 15
panfish limit with no more than 5 of one species. The majority favored the 10 fish limit, but there
were members who favored the second option. The board will discuss with DNR fisheries and
decide with DNR input.

The meeting then turned to the election of one commissioner for a 3 year term. Board
member Dale Maas conducted the election. Gene Mazewski had been nominated at a previous
board meeting in accordance with District policy and thus his name was on the ballot. Requests
for additional nominations were requested and none were offered after the required requests. A
motion to accept Mr. Mazewski by unanimous consent was made and seconded and voted. Mr.
Mazewski was elected to the 3 year term.

Chairman Foley then opened the meeting for public comment. The first comment was,
“why was nothing covered regarding the removal of rough fish this year”. The chairman
explained the current situation, being that everything was moving forward towards a fall biomass
study which includes a harvest as part of the process, but due to our fisheries biologist accepting
another DNR assignment, the DNR has decided, over multiple protests from area stakeholders,
that the study can not be done this year. The DNR guests were still in attendance and
presented their reasons. A long discussion followed, with the District presenting ideas on how
we could proceed , but no resolution was reached. The DNR committed to revisit the issue once
their upcoming budget and headcount re allocations are known but did not commit to a schedule.
The board, with other area stakeholders, will continue to pursue avenues available to seek a
resolution on this critical issue .

Meeting adjourned at 12:11 PM
Respectfully submitted

Gene Mazewski, Secretary



