
 

PO Box 831 

     Beaver Dam, WI 53916 
Minutes 

Town Hall Meeting  May 25, 2023 

Held at The Watermark, Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

Meeting called to order at 6;15 pm 

 

Attendees: Bill Foley, Dale Maas, Mike Zimmer, Nicki Hupf, Gene Mazewski.   

          

There were 106 attendees at this meeting. 

 

This meeting was organized as 1 of 2, primarily to update stakeholders on the current 

condition of Beaver Dam Lake and provide an opportunity in an open forum for discussion. 

A mailing was sent to all registered District tax payers and notice provided that people 

simply interested in the lake were welcome. 

 

In the mailing, it was requested that a brief survey on the District web site be filled out to 

aid in choosing topics for discussion. There were 112 responses to the survey, survey results 

and comments are available on the district web site. 

 

Chairman Foley began with a welcome and gave a short presentation on past, current, and 

future issues relative to the lake and answered some of the questions received with the 

survey.  

 

Gene Mazewski presented the survey results and the floor was opened for discussion. The 

meeting was not recorded, but from notes taken, below are the main issues discussed.  

 

   From the survey 

What’s Important? 

1. Enjoy Lake – 86 (83%) 

2. Boating - 72 (70%) 

3. Open water fishing - 54 (52%) 

4. Water Sports (kayak, ski, swim) - 45 (44%) 

5. Ice Fishing – 31 (83%) 

 

Items to be addressed? 

1. Nothing – 4 (4%) 

2. Game Fishing/Stocking – 40 (39%) 

3. Rough Fish – 59 (57%) 

4. Water Quality – 73 (71%) 

5. Bird Damage - 29 (28%) 

 

Rough fish discussion was a big part of the meeting: It can be summarized with “ get rid of 

the carp” The history of zero rough fish harvested since the last harvest of 1,750,000 pounds 

in 2017 surprised many and the last biomass estimate of 335#/acre at the time is likely to be 

much below today’s level. The District work with the DNR to complete a biomass study this 

fall was discussed. A harvest to tag/fin clip fish followed in a couple weeks with a larger 

target harvest to count recovered tagged fish to estimate total population. The plan is not yet 

finalized but is moving forward. Clearly reducing rough fish is a primary goal. 



 

Shoreline (comments)(the most heated discussion) 
 Rocks done by DNR did not work (individuals property) 
 State Budget used for fixing State Property (Puckagee Springs) 
 Spraying may not be permitted (Residential properties concern) 
 30’ Buffer Zone 
 Trash by Airport Road – Call town constable 
 Commercial Spraying  
 Lake drawdown – 7” allows shoreline to harden (some feel this is a problem) 
  Add data to website 
 Drain Lake – ’84, XX, XX 
 Motor Limits – Not Possible 
 Must Ski’s - Damaging Shoreline in south side of bay (resident) 
 
Rakes Bay 

No intention to dam 
Weirs to slow down flow during rainfall.  

 Depth Contested  
Plan 
 State, County, State needs alignment 
 DNR Permitting agent 
 
Volunteers 
 How can we help 
 Introduce ourselves at beginning next meeting 
 Can we put something on Web Site for next volunteer opportunity? 
 
Pelican / Cormorant Damage 
 3# per day minnows – suckers not selective 
 Leech Lake – Shooting (Gary) Dan Okie 

Countered by some who enjoy watching the birds 
 

The meeting concluded at 8:00 pm. Immediate feedback was generally positive, 
may be a format worth continuing in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


